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Srep 7 HUMBLY ASKED HIM TO
REMOVE OUR SHORTCOMINGS.
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November 1949

What are our shortcomings? Was it just
drunkenness? No, that was just one of the
many other character, defects with which we
are burdened. Among them are conceit, arro-
gance, selfishness, dishonesty, intolerance
and worst of all the searing, and caustic
tongue with which we whiplashed ourselves
and others, some of whom have tried to help

Uus.

How can we expect God as we understand
Him to remove these shortcomings when we
are too small and prideful to admit them?
These things must be brought out into the
open, must be admitted and then exposed to
the cleansing effect of the sunlight of humility
and honesty.

A humble person in true humility does this
without reservations. He doesn't do it partial-
ly, he does it wholly, even though it might

hurt. Why? For the same reason that a sur-
geon excises a cancer totally—he takes out
the whole evil mess because then there is no
chance of a recurrence, Why shouldn't we do
the same? It takes a little more effort and is a
lot more painful to our ego, but the cure is
more apt to be permanent.

The expression of true humility is the willing-
ness to serve others without expectation of
reward, prestige or recognition for our ser-
vices to them. It should be done in a spirit of
cheerfulness and joy.

We must at all times be willing to subordinate
ourselves to a Power greater than ourselves.
We should neither by thought nor expression
be critical of others or their opinions. We
must be big enough to give the other fellow
the right of expression, give credit where
credit is due, be a doer instead of a critical
wisher. In short be of AA and not just in it.

This above all: to thine own self be true, And
it must follow, as the night the day, Thou canst
not then be false to any man.

Ernie
Chicaga, Illinois
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